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certified cargo screening facility or is
no longer acting as the facility’s agent.

(2) Copies of all applications for, or
renewals of, TSA certification to oper-
ate under part 1549. Copies of reports
by TSA-certified validators must be in-
cluded in these records.

(3) Documents establishing TSA’s
certification and renewal of certifi-
cation as required by part 1549.

(4) Records demonstrating that each
individual has complied with the secu-
rity threat assessment provisions of
§1549.111.

(b) Unless otherwise stated, records
must be retained until the next re-cer-
tification.

§1549.107 Security coordinators.

Each certified cargo screening facil-
ity must have a Security Coordinator
and designated alternate Security Co-
ordinator appointed at the corporate
level. In addition, each certified cargo
screening facility must have a facility
Security Coordinator and alternate fa-
cility Security Coordinator appointed
at the facility level. The facility Secu-
rity Coordinator must serve as the cer-
tified cargo screening facility’s pri-
mary contact for security-related ac-
tivities and communications with TSA,
as set forth in the security program.
The Security Coordinator and alter-
nate appointed at the corporate level,
as well as the facility Security Coordi-
nator and alternate, must be available
on a 24-hour, 7-days a week basis.

§1549.109 Security Directives and In-
formation Circulars.

(@) TSA may issue an Information
Circular to notify certified cargo
screening facilities of security con-
cerns.

(b) When TSA determines that addi-
tional security measures are necessary
to respond to a threat assessment, or
to a specific threat against civil avia-
tion, TSA issues a Security Directive
setting forth mandatory measures.

(1) Each certified cargo screening fa-
cility must comply with each Security
Directive that TSA issues to it, within
the time prescribed in the Security Di-
rective for compliance.

(2) Each certified cargo screening fa-
cility that receives a Security Direc-
tive must comply with the following:

§1549.111

(i) Within the time prescribed in the
Security Directive, acknowledge in
writing receipt of the Security Direc-
tive to TSA.

(if) Within the time prescribed in the
Security Directive, specify the method
by which the measures in the Security
Directive have been implemented (or
will be implemented, if the Security
Directive is not yet effective).

(3) In the event that the certified
cargo screening facility is unable to
implement the measures in the Secu-
rity Directive, the certified cargo
screening facility must submit pro-
posed alternative measures and the
basis for submitting the alternative
measures to TSA for approval.

(i) The certified cargo screening fa-
cility must submit the proposed alter-
native measures within the time pre-
scribed in the Security Directive.

(ii) The certified cargo screening fa-
cility must implement any alternative
measures approved by TSA.

(4) Each certified cargo screening fa-
cility that receives a Security Direc-
tive may comment on it by submitting
data, views, or arguments in writing to
TSA.

(i) TSA may amend the Security Di-
rective based on comments received.

(ii) Submission of a comment does
not delay the effective date of the Se-
curity Directive.

(5) Each certified cargo screening fa-
cility that receives a Security Direc-
tive or Information Circular, and each
person who receives information from a
Security Directive or Information Cir-
cular, must—

(i) Restrict the availability of the Se-
curity Directive or Information Cir-
cular, and information contained in ei-
ther document, to those persons with a
need-to-know; and

(i) Refuse to release the Security Di-
rective or Information Circular, and in-
formation contained in either docu-
ment, to persons other than those with
a need-to-know without the prior writ-
ten consent of TSA.

§1549.111 Security threat assessments
for personnel of certified cargo
screening facilities.

(a) Scope. This section applies to the
following:
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(1) Each individual the certified
cargo screening facility authorizes to
perform cargo screening or supervise
cargo screening.

(2) Each individual the certified
cargo screening facility authorizes to
have unescorted access to cargo at any
time from the time it is screened until
the time it is tendered to another cer-
tified cargo screening facility, an indi-
rect air carrier under 49 CFR part 1548
for transport on a passenger aircraft,
an aircraft operator under part 1544, or
a foreign air carrier under part 1546.

(3) The senior manager or representa-
tive of its facility in control of the op-
erations.

(4) The security coordinators and
their alternates.

(b) Security threat assessment. Before a
certified cargo screening facility au-
thorizes an individual to perform the
functions described in paragraph (a) of
this section, and before the individual
performs those functions—

(1) Each individual must successfully
complete a security threat assessment
or comparable security threat assess-
ment described in part 1540, subpart C
of this chapter; and

(2) Each certified screening facility
must complete the requirements in 49
CFR part 1540, subpart C.

PART 1550—AIRCRAFT SECURITY
UNDER GENERAL OPERATING
AND FLIGHT RULES

Sec.
1550.1
1550.3

Applicability of this part.

TSA inspection authority.

1550.5 Operations using a sterile area.

1550.7 Operations in aircraft of 12,500 pounds
or more.

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 114, 5103, 40113, 44901-
44907, 44913-44914, 44916-44918, 44935-44936,
44942, 46105.

SOURCE: 67 FR 8383, Feb. 22, 2002, unless
otherwise noted.
§1550.1 Applicability of this part.

This part applies to the operation of
aircraft for which there are no security
requirements in other parts of this sub-
chapter.

§1550.3 TSA inspection authority.

(a) Each aircraft operator subject to
this part must allow TSA, at any time

49 CFR Ch. XII (10-1-10 Edition)

or place, to make any inspections or
tests, including copying records, to de-
termine compliance with—

(1) This subchapter and any security
program or security procedures under
this subchapter, and part 1520 of this
chapter; and

(2) 49 U.S.C. Subtitle VII, as amend-
ed.

(b) At the request of TSA, each air-
craft operator must provide evidence of
compliance with this part and its secu-
rity program or security procedures,
including copies of records.

§1550.5 Operations sterile

area.

using a

(a) Applicability of this section. This
section applies to all aircraft oper-
ations in which passengers, crew-
members, or other individuals are en-
planed from or deplaned into a sterile
area, except for scheduled passenger
operations, public charter passenger
operations, and private charter pas-
senger operations, that are in accord-
ance with a security program issued
under part 1544 or 1546 of this chapter.

(b) Procedures. Any person conducting
an operation identified in paragraph (a)
of this section must conduct a search
of the aircraft before departure and
must screen passengers, crewmembers,
and other individuals and their acces-
sible property (carry-on items) before
boarding in accordance with security
procedures approved by TSA.

(c) Sensitive security information. The
security program procedures approved
by TSA for operations specified in
paragraph (a) of this section are sen-
sitive security information. The oper-
ator must restrict the distribution, dis-
closure, and availability of information
contained in the security procedures to
persons with a need to know as de-
scribed in part 1520 of this chapter.

(d) Compliance date. Persons con-
ducting operations identified in para-
graph (a) of this section must imple-
ment security procedures on October 6,
2001.

(e) Waivers. TSA may permit a person
conducting an operation under this sec-
tion to deviate from the provisions of
this section if TSA finds that the oper-
ation can be conducted safely under
the terms of the waiver.
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